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Teacher Observations: 
Student “Written Expression” Evaluation

STUDENT NAME:

GRADE: SUBJECT:

TEACHER:

Written expression involves orthographic processing, oral 
expression, fluid reasoning, working memory, executive functions 

(planning, organizing), motor coordination and phonological 
awareness.

Check the appropriate boxes, using the following rating system:

4 = ALMOST ALWAYS   3 = FREQUENTLY   2 = SOMETIMES   1 = HARDLY EVER

N/A = NOT APPLICABLE TO GRADE LEVEL

4 3 2 1 N/A

Forgets how letters look

Difficulty remembering basic sight words

Confuses letters with similar appearance (“n” for “h”)

Difficulty copying from a book or classroom board to 
paper

Misreads little words in text (“were” for “where”)

(Continued on the next page)
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4 3 2 1 N/A

Spells the same word in different ways

Confuses letters when spelling (“b” for “d”)

Spells words how they sound, rather than how they 
look

Confuses letters in words when reading (“on” for “no”)

Has a tendency to miss middle letters when reading

Difficulty learning how to form letters

Spells phonetically

Difficulty staying on the line when writing

Poor organization on the page

Excessive erasures, especially due to faulty form

Overall writing effort is awkward or uneven

Writing resembles “bird scratching”

Writing, for the most part, is illegible

Difficulty distinguishing between capital and 
lowercase letters

School work deteriorates toward the end of the writing 
exercise
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4 3 2 1 N/A

Constructs sentences poorly (syntax)

Many misspellings

Poor spacing between words and sentences

Uses capital and lowercase letters incorrectly

Leaves out words when writing

Makes many grammatical errors

Makes many punctuation errors

Spells the same word several different ways

Misuse of homophones

Difficulty with orthographic processing

Written word does not reflect his/her potential

Unusual difficulty with handwriting

Difficulty completing written assignments

Marks from bottom to top when forming certain letters 
and numbers

Composes meaningful content in spite of poor 
handwriting and spelling

(Continued on the next page)
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4 3 2 1 N/A

Demonstrates minimal problem with words that make 
phonemic sense (“grand”) but has significant problems 
with words that don’t (such as “right”)

SCORING: Majority of ratings in columns 3 and 4 suggests DYSLEXIA symptoms.

Teacher Signature: ______________________   Date: ______________


